
Having a stable home improves the lives of children in many ways. This month, we will focus on three
areas of benefit that you can share with your legislators so that you can continue advocating for safe,
decent housing for all. Be sure to tag Habitat Texas and use #TXLege when tweeting or posting these
statistics!
 

Safety
        According to a survey of more than 400 Habitat homeowners, 83% consider their children 

        safer after the family’s move into a Habitat home (1).

 

        Habitat homes are often built as part of an entire neighborhood’s revitalization. This creates an        

        increase in stability, jobs, and infrastructure in parts of town that were either undeveloped or in  

        disrepair. Positively changing a community means an increase in stability and safety for kids, too.

 

Health
       A national survey of Habitat homeowners found that 74% said their families’ overall 

       health had improved since moving into their home (2).

 

       Children in lower Area Median Income levels have a higher risk of developing diabetes, heart 

       problems, and asthma (3). As  Dr. Megan Sandel of the Boston University School of Medicine states,  

       "A safe home can prevent mental health and developmental problems, a decent home may prevent 

       asthma or lead poisoning, and an affordable home can prevent stunted growth and unnecessary 

       hospitalizations.” Being in a stable and affordable home means more money and resources to spend 

       on healthy food, fixing problems like mold when they come up, and being in a safe neighborhood to 

       exercise.

 

Success
     The graduation rate for children of homeowners is 19% higher than for renters, and these 

     children are 200% more likely to acquire some post-secondary education (4).. 

 

     Children in safe, stable homes are more likely to have more opportunities later in life. They can go to       

     the same school district throughout their childhood, develop relationships with teachers and mentors, 

     and come home to a safe environment that allows them to study and learn.
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